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Other Points to Consider

arge-scale revisions of zoning codes always have the potental for
unanticipated problems, whether a form-based approach, or a
more conventionally structured code built around smart growth
principles, is used. The need to monitor and revise these new codes after
thev are adopted must not be overlooked with anv format. With form-
based codes, these problems will likely surface when the underlving basis
tor regulation is changed from a focus on uses within and around builldmgs
to a focus on the structures first.
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Form-based codes require re-educating evervone in the commniunity —
elected and appointed otheials, planners, engineers, developers and residents.
This begins with a broad public participaton effort as the code 1s developed,
of course. but it must also continue after the code 1s adopted. Code modi-
ficauons should be expected over time, and must be explamed to evervone
mvolved. Some cities have hired an architect or urban designer to work
with builders and developers to help immplement the code’s objectives.

This education — particularly of statt — will help reassure developers and
the public that application approvals will meet the code’s intent. If code
reform streamlines the process in a way that eliminates hearing check-

points, people must be confident that staff are trained to properly assess
whether proposed projects comply with detail requirements in the code.
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