
300 East Main 
 
History 
 
Main Street Properties formed in 1986 to buy the strip shopping center at 
300 E. Main St. so the ArtsCenter could move to a larger space. Since 
then, the site has housed a number of Carrboro business landmarks, 
including the Cat’s Cradle , VisArt Video and the nation’s first Performance 
Bike Shop. 
 
Redevelopment plans 
 
Another need for expansion space for the ArtsCenter and Cat’s Cradle, 
along with Carrboro’s new rules allowing five-story buildings, led to the 
current redevelopment proposal. Highlights include: 
 
• A pedestrian plaza bisecting the site diagonally, bordered by storefronts 
and outdoor dining. The plaza will average 60 feet in width – wider than 
East Main Street and in some places as wide as the Weaver Street Market 
lawn. 
• A 150-room Hilton Garden Inn, housed almost entirely above ground 
level. The space under the hotel will be leased to shops and restaurants. 
• Storefronts and restaurants along Main Street. 
• An 800-space parking deck 
• More than 100,000 square feet of new office space  
• New, larger space for the ArtsCenter and Cat’s Cradle (the blank boxes 
shown south of the plaza represent future space for the ArtsCenter that 
has yet to be designed.) 
 
Next steps 
 
The Carrboro Board of Aldermen held a public hearing Aug. 26, and will 
continue that hearing on Sept. 16. If the board approves 300 East Main, 
construction should start in 2009.  
 
Have an opinion? 
 
Come speak at the public hearing. Main Street Properties also welcomes 
suggestions from the public. Call us at 918-7828 or email 
laura@300eastmain.com. 




